
 

Communication and marketing as climate change-intervention assets a public
health perspective

   
   
   
Abstract:

The understanding that global climate change represents a profound threat to the health and well-being of
human and nonhuman species worldwide is growing. This article examines the potential of communication
and marketing interventions to influence population behavior in ways consistent with climate change
prevention and adaptation objectives. Specifically, using a framework based on an ecologic model of public
health, the paper examines: (1) the potential of communication and marketing interventions to influence
population behaviors of concern, including support for appropriate public policies; (2) potential target
audiences for such programs; and (3) the attributes of effective climate change messages. Communication
and marketing interventions appear to have considerable potential to promote important population behavior
change objectives, but there is an urgent need for additional translational research to effectively harvest this
potential to combat climate change.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2008.08.016   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Public

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Human Conflict/Displacement, Human
Conflict/Displacement, Precipitation, Temperature, Unspecified Exposure

Air Pollution: Allergens, Ozone

Extreme Weather Event: Drought

Author(s): Maibach EW, Roser-Renouf C, Leiserowitz A
Year: 2008

Journal: American Journal of Preventive Medicine. 35 (5): 488-500
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Temperature: Extreme Heat, Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Cardiovascular Effect, Diabetes/Obesity, General Health Impact, Infectious Disease, Injury,
Morbidity/Mortality, Respiratory Effect, Other Health Impact

Cardiovascular Effect: Other Cardiovascular Effect

Cardiovascular Disease (other): Heart disease

Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Vectorborne Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: General Foodborne/Waterborne Disease

Vectorborne Disease: General Vectorborne

Other Health Impact: Dehydration; Heat asthenia; Heat exhaustion; Heat stroke

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Other Vulnerable Population: People with low access to education
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Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article, Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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